Project Ocean Awareness – Scientist in Residence Information
Seas Your Future is the trading name of Adventure Under Sail, a small charity
supporting personal development and sustainability through sail training,
maritime careers and ocean science. With our project Ocean Awareness, we
introduce ocean science into voyage models that, in previous years, have focussed solely on sail training.
With this, we also offer a unique opportunity to young scientists to hone their practical marine science
skills, collect data for their research project, gain experience with outreach activities, while sailing on the
sail training vessel and tall ship Pelican of London.
Ocean Awareness fulfils several important aims:
i.
Professional and personal development for Scientist in Residence: provides aspiring or graduate
marine scientists with an exciting opportunity to carry out a small research project of their own
design, gain experience in project management, problem solving, teamworking and leadership.
ii.
SYF Ocean Science portfolio: data collected by the Scientist in Residence will contribute to the
portfolio of ocean science carried out on board, enhancing our reputation as platform for
learning through social media posts and reports.
iii.
Environmental awareness: the work of the Scientist in Residence will raise awareness among sail
trainees for ocean science through their engagement in workshops, data collection and informal
discussions (on a voluntary basis).
Voyage Details:
Ocean Awareness voyages will take place on a number of dates between mid-May and early September
2022 and will be 7 days in duration. The initial two days will be occupied by initial sail training and health
and safety, leaving the remaining five days for science projects to be carried out in sea areas around the
British Isles and Ireland. There may be an opportunity to undertake work while on anchor or on a beach,
but for the majority of time, Pelican will be underway. Pelican carries limited equipment suited to
support scientific work. Please contact SYF Head of Science, Dr Charlotte Braungardt (Charly)
(charly@seasyourfuture.org) for details.
Role of Scientist in Residence:
Ocean Awareness aims to open the minds and all senses of voyage crew for the ocean environment
alongside their sail training. A Scientist in Residence (SiR) will undertake observations during the voyage,
collecting high quality data, which may be for their own research interests (e.g. in partial fulfilment for
an undergraduate dissertation), conservation organisations (e.g. Sea Watch Foundation) and/or to add
to the SYF Ocean Science Data Base. The SiR is exempt from standing watches to enable them to focus
on data collection, interpretation, communication and outreach.
The voyage crew (sail trainees) will take part in a pre-voyage briefing session and on a voluntary basis,
can get involved in ocean science by reading the Ocean Awareness Handbook distributed ahead of the
voyage, taking part in an Ocean Awareness Workshop offered by the SiR during the voyage, getting
involved in data collection with the SiR, for example for citizen science projects, as well as informal
discussions with the SiR.
The Scientist in Residence commits to:
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Agree to be DBS checked
Take out travel insurance
Attendance of induction programme for Scientists in Residence with Charly)
Familiarisation with the Ocean Awareness Handbook provided by SYF
Discuss and agree the programme of research work with Charly
Discuss and agree any equipment, instrumentation, chemicals and other materials planned to be
brought aboard for the purpose of research work with Charly and the 1 st Mate ahead of the
voyage (insurance responsibility lies with the Scientist in Residence or their institution)
Discuss and agree any of the ship’s equipment, instrumentation and other materials to be used
by the Scientist in Residence (insurance responsibility lies with SYF)
Take good care of the equipment, instrumentation and other materials used for scientific
purposes during the voyage and report faults, damage or loss immediately to the 1 st Mate
Undertake an appropriate risk and COSHH assessments to be signed off by Charly and the 1st
Mate
Directly answer to the 1st Mate while aboard the ship
Directly answer to the Head of Science during the whole engagement as Scientist in Residence
Maintain close communication with the ship’s 1st Mate for all operational, coordination and
safety matters aboard
Participation in sail training and health and safety training on board
Familiarisation with the daily sail training activities and ship’s rota
Developing an understanding of the ship’s operational and safety priorities
Participation in essential elements of the ship’s rota (safety drills, daily briefings, cleaning)
Responsibility for safety during scientific activities – achieved through communication with 1st
Mate or duty officer of the watch
Leading and undertaking scientific and educational activities for up to 8 hours a day between
10:00 and 20:00
Maintaining close communication with the Head of Science (ashore) throughout the voyage for
purposes of discussing and reporting data, troubleshooting, as appropriate.
Preparing regular short reports with images for social media and communicating these to the SYF
Social Media Coordinator

Applicants for Scientist in Residence should be able to evidence relevant knowledge, skills and
attributes, including:
• Final year student or graduate of degree in marine conservation, biology, ecology, environmental
science, oceanography, marine sciences, or similar relevant qualifications
• Practical experience in organising and undertaking field work
• Experience leading and/or working with young people
• Excellent verbal and written communication skills
• Excellent data analysis, interpretation and reporting skills and essential IT skills to facilitate this
• Self-motivation and initiative
• Adaptability, flexibility and excellent team-working skills
• Ability to work flexible working days
• Experience at sea (sea legs)

If you want to discuss the position of Scientist in Residence with the Head of Science, please contact
Dr Charlotte Braungardt via charly@seasyourfuture.org.

Applications for Scientist in Residence comprise of:
1) Cover letter
2) Application form
3) Curriculum Vitae

